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Effect of chemical processing on physical propertiesof hemp
(Cannabis sativa) fibres
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B ABSTRACT : Chemical processing is essential for proper separation of individual bast fibres from

fibre bundles. Hemp fibres were subjected to different scouring agents and their effect on tensile strength,

elongation, fibre fineness and per cent fibre weight loss was studied. Alkalis were found effective in
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' softness. After each chemical processing, fibre fineness and whiteness valueincreased but tensile strength
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